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Advent Schedule 
December 4, 5:00 p.m. - Handel’s Messiah Concert 

December 5, 9:15-11 a.m. and 12-1 p.m. - Alternative Giving Fair 
 

 

Sundays in Advent (November 28; December 5, 12, 19) 

8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship 
 

 

December 8, 7:30 p.m. - Christmas Handbell Concert 

December 10, 7:30 p.m. - Festival of Lessons and Carols 

December 12, 4:00 p.m. - Children’s Musical, “Light of the World” 

And Family Potluck Supper/Craft Activities 

December 19, 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 

The Vivaldi Gloria with Chorus and Orchestra 
 

 

Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

5:30 p.m.  Worship Service for Families 

8:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 
 

 

Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m.  Informal Worship Service 

 

 

*Childcare is available for all Sunday services, Messiah concert, handbell concert,  
children’s musical, and the 5:30 and 8 p.m. Christmas Eve services* 



Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise 
 

 

 

Someone has said that there are three classes of people:  those who make things happen; those who 
watch things happen; and the overwhelming majority who have no idea what is happening.  At Christmas 
time most of us, it seems, are in all three groups.  Each year we make Christmas happen; that is, we plan 
and prepare for Christmas with our pre-holiday activities.  We also watch Christmas happen in the sense that 
we listen to the Bible story and sermons and songs surrounding the season.  And then, even though we make 
Christmas happen and watch it happen, in the end we do not really understand what is happening.  We can‘t 
comprehend Christmas. 

But, then, neither did the ones who were involved 
in the first Christmas.  Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
upon learning from the angel Gabriel that she has been 
chosen to give birth to the Savior of the world, appears 
overwhelmed: ―How can this be…‖ she says.  And so 
does her cousin Elizabeth: ―Why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?‖  The 
event of Christ‘s birth and its significance was as far 
beyond their mental grasp as it is ours. 

As we embark on this Advent journey in which we 
ponder the meaning of Christ‘s birth, I invite us to con-
sider that Christmas is to be enjoyed not explained.  We 
should try to revel in it, not reveal it. 

Dr. Clement C. Moore was a divinity professor.  He usually wrote theological 
treatises.  He was especially fascinated with the Incarnation and sought to ex-
plain the deeper meanings of the  Christmas event.  None of his theological ex-
positions are remembered, however.  But something he did write about Christ-
mas is remembered.  One Christmastime he saw an old Dutch gentleman with 
red cheeks and white hair smoking an old clay pipe, and all of a sudden he felt 
inspired to write a bit of verse for his children.  So this theology professor went 
home after encountering this happy man and wrote for his children: ‗Twas the 
night before Christmas, when all through the house… Dr. Moore thought his 
greatest influence would be as a theologian exploring the intellectual facets of 
Christmas, and it turned out that his greatest impact was when he got lost in 
the emotions of Christmas.  

During this Advent season as we make Christmas happen and watch Christ-
mas happen, let us also get lost – ―lost in wonder, love, and praise.‖ 

 

Joy, peace, and blessings always, 

Pastor Bill 

Early Morning Prayer  
All women of the church are invited to a time of prayer on Tuesday, 
December 21 at 7:00 a.m. as we welcome the Winter Solstice.  We 
will gather in the atrium for our time of reflection.  For questions 
about this event, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258). 



If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne 
Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please contact Lianne 
(229-1771). 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

 You‘ve seen it in the news: over the past several months, a se-
ries of high school and college students have committed suicide due 
to bullying they endured because of their sexual orientation.  Since 
then, campaigns have emerged like wildfire under the banner slo-
gan ―It gets better‖—campaigns to support and encourage youth 
and others who are struggling with issues of sexuality or with the 
social ramifications of coming out.  These ―It gets better‖ campaigns 

draw attention to, among other issues, the sense of aloneness a person struggling with his or her sexuality 
may experience—the feeling that there is no one who will understand, no one who is ―safe‖ to talk to.   To 
some, church may seem an especially unsafe place to admit or talk about such struggles. 

In response, I simply offer this: 

I am putting myself out there as a safe person.  My office, or wherever else you might find me, is a safe 
space for anyone questioning, struggling, or suffering with issues of sexuality.  I promise confidentiality, sup-
port, and unconditional acceptance of who you are.  If you feel there is no one safe to talk to, you can talk to 
me. 

Spread the word. 

  David Hindman, the former Director of the 
Wesley Foundation at the College of William and 

Mary, was recently named the recipient of  the 2010 John 
Wesley Distinguished Education Award from the Virginia Confer-

ence Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry.  The award 
was given to David in a special ceremony on November 15 during worship at Duncan Memo-

rial UMC in Ashland where David now serves as the new senior pastor.  The John Wesley 
Award is presented to a lay or clergy person in recognition of exceptional 

and distinguished service in the field of higher education.   David was honored for his 
success in building community, in seeking justice for all persons, in nurturing spiritual-
ity, authentic service, and evangelism among students, and in serving as 
a spiritual leader.  The award citation summarizes David‘s achieve-
ments:  ―The ministry of David Hindman translates into countless lives 
changes, worldviews enriched and faith journeys lived out with gusto 
and integrity.‖    The congregation of Williamsburg UMC congratulates 
David on this auspicious honor! 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

 On June 22, 2004, Mattie Stepanek died.  He was thirteen years 
old.  Mattie suffered from a rare form of muscular dystrophy.   Before 
his death, this remarkable young man was a poet and a passionate 
advocate for peace. 

Mattie wrote a special poem as he watched several friends die in 
the terrorist attacks on the New York World Trade Center.  The 
poem, For Our World, is shared here to honor Mattie‘s life and to give 
us hope.  As a people, we are approaching the time of Thanksgiving 
and the season of Advent.  Advent is that beginning of the Christian 
calendar proclaiming the comings of the Christ – whose birth we pre-
pare to celebrate once again, who comes continually in Word and 
Spirit. 

It seems appropriate for us to share this hope for peace. 

Grace and peace for a time of thanksgiving and this season of Ad-
vent.     

 Advent, A Calendar of Devotions is the 
title of the 2010 Advent devotionals.  They 
are available in the narthex and atrium areas 
of the church. 

For Our World 

 

We need to stop. 

Just stop. 

Stop for a moment. 

Before anybody 

says or does anything 

that may hurt anyone else. 

We need to be silent. 

Just Silent. 

Silent for a moment. 

Before we forever lose 

the blessing of songs 

that grow in our hearts. 

We need to notice. 

Just notice. 

Notice for a moment. 

Before the future slips away 

into ashes and dust of humility. 

Stop, be silent, and notice. 

In so many ways, we are the same. 

Our differences are unique treasures. 

We have, we are, a mosaic of gifts 

to nurture, to offer, to accept. 

We need to be. 

Just be. 

Be for a moment. 

Kind and gentle, innocent and trusting, 

like children and lambs, 

never judging or vengeful 

like the judging and vengeful. 

And now, let us pray, 

differently, yet together, 

before there is no earth, no life, 

no chance for peace. 

From the Minister of Congregational Care, Mike Meloy 

    Be An Angel & 

Help Others 
Bring warmth and happiness to 

children this Christmas season!  Do 
not forget the Hat, Glove, and 
Sock Christmas Tree located 
near the front office.  Bring in a 
warm hat or a new pair of socks, 
gloves, or mittens, and help a 
child experience the full mean-
ing of Christmas!  This is a 
great family activity!  All dona-
tions will be given to the Sal-
vation Army. 



Local Outreach Beneficiaries: 
 

 

PROJECT OUTREACH 

     Which supports music participation for disadvantaged pre-schoolers in the Greater 
Williamsburg Area. 

 

 

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN CAMP 

     Which provides summer camping experience for children in Virginia whose 
mothers are incarcerated. 

 

 

FISH 

     Which provides emergency food, clothing and household goods for people in 
the Greater Williamsburg Area. 

Global Outreach Beneficiaries: 
  

UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES 

     The Goal of UMFS (United Methodist Family Services) has always been to pro-
vide a network of services to enable children and families to realize their hopes for 
the future.  They have moved with the times to address current and critical needs 
of children, youth and families. Their mission of  ―TOUCH A LIFE. CREATE A FU-
TURE‖ served more that 5,000 youth, children and adults across the Common-
wealth of Virginia in 2008.  There are 12 locations of UMFS across Virginia.  

  

 

RIGA FIRST RUSSIAN CHURCH 

     Riga First Russian United Methodist Church is a new congregation in Riga, Latvia, 
needing pastoral support to reach an historically unchurched Russian speaking seg-
ment of Riga.  Direct aid is requested by Gita Mednis, District Superintendent and 
friend of Williamsburg UMC. Latvia is the most economically depressed country in the 
Eurozone, and the congregations need assistance. 

  

 

STOP HUNGER NOW 

     Williamsburg UMC will host a SHN event next year to fill a 20 ft. container (140,000+ 
meals) destined for Honduras.  These meals will stock over 30 hunger relief agencies in 
Honduras for several months.  Read more about STOP HUNGER NOW at 
www.stophungernow.com. 

2010 Advent Offerings 

http://www.stophungernow.com


United Methodist Men 
 

Breakfast on Saturday!! 

The United Methodist Men's Advent-Christmas Breakfast and Program will be 
celebrated on Saturday, December 4, commencing at 8:00.  All men, their spouses and 
interested singles of the church are invited.  The cost of the breakfast is $5.00 per 
person.  The program will feature the Kingsmill Choraliers, under the direction of 
Maryellen Smith (a member of the congregation).  For reservations, contact Dick 
Spaulding (565-6252) or rictak@cox.net by Tuesday, November 30. 

WUMC Prints and Note Cards 

to Benefit Organ Fund  

Carol Hunter, our former Director of Music Ministries, graciously 
commissioned a watercolor print of our church with the new addi-
tion and the lovely cherry blossom tree in full bloom. Local artist 
Richard DePaul brushed his talents into this work of art. This print 
is available on note cards or as a print to be framed. All profits go 
to the organ fund.  
 

Note cards, package of 10 - $12.00. Print - $25.00   
 

To order a print or note cards, please contact Rita Welty (220-
3302) or  wumcprint@cox.net   

 Our monthly 50’s Plus luncheon group will meet on Wednesday, 
December 8 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  We will be participating in our an-
nual ―Secret Santa‖ gift exchange so please bring one inexpensive wrapped 
gift.  Watch the church bulletin for additional information about our De-
cember program.   The 50‘s Plus group is open to any one age 50 plus, and 
we enthusiastically welcome all new members!   We only ask that you 
bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or dessert 
to share with the group.  We look forward to seeing you for this special 
time of fun, food and fellowship! 

50’s Plus Luncheon50’s Plus Luncheon 

mailto:rictak@cox.net


Condolences 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away within the last month: 

Fred Andrews 

Ruth Duchanteau 

Richard Smith 

Diane Thomas 

Hilda Beall‘s grandson Chris Brown 

Nancy Parson‘s sister‘s husband 

 

 

“RemembeRing 
YouR Loved ones” 

 

With the holidays approaching, you may 
be wondering what you will do and how it 
will be this year without your loved 
one.   Please, join us for a special two ses-
sion program on Dec. 7 and 13 from 7:00-
8:30 in the church den.  On the 7th we 
will meet in the den to share our stories 
and discuss some ways to honor & 
remember your loved ones this sea-
son.  On the 13th, we will have a 
special candle-lighting ceremony – 
again honoring and remembering 
them.  The regular Grief Sup-
port Program will be-
gin again in 
January. 

Holiday Flowers given 
in honor or memory of loved 
ones are a Christmas tradi-
tion at this church.  This 
year‘s poinsettias cost $20 
each, or you may make a 
gift of that amount to the Holiday Flower 
Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.   

Deadline -  December 12.   
 

Please place this ___ Poinsettia or ___ Gift 
 

 

In memory of:________________________ 

(Print) 
 

 

In honor of:__________________________ 

(Print) 
 

 

Given by:____________________________ 

(Print) 



On the Day After Christmas. . .  
On Sunday, December 26, we will have a special combined Sunday 

School class for our children in room 302.  Each adult Sunday School class 
will decide whether or not to meet and then inform their members accordingly.  
For questions about the Youth schedule, check the Youth information in the weekly 
church bulletin. Nursery care will be provided from 8:00 a.m. 
to noon as usual. 

Advent Study - Sundays November 28 through December 21 
There is still time to join a Sunday School class (9:30 – 10:30 a.m.) and partici-

pate in our Advent study, ―Christmas Gifts the Won‘t Break‖ by James Moore.  
Through this study, we will learn about the unbreakable gifts God offers through the 
birth of Jesus, gifts that give us more abundant life.  Adult classes participating are:  
Pathfinders (room 206), Family Ties (room 309), Bishop McKendree (room 102), and 
Searchers (room 171).  Additional classes may be added to this list, so please contact 
Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258), for further updates.   

Sunday School News… 

For information about any Bible study or Sunday School, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study Schedule 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
 

December 1:  James, Brother of Jesus 

Was James really Jesus‘ brother and when did he become a leader 
within the early Christmas community? 

December 15:  Mary, Mother of Jesus 

                                A few of the important lessons we learn from the mother of Jesus. 

                          (begins with a Covered Dish Supper at 6:00 PM) 

January 5, 2011: The Books Between the Testaments:  What Christians Should Know 
about the Apocrypha 

 Why do some Bibles contain extra books?  Why are they called different 
things by different religious groups?  How do Protestants, Roman 
Catholics, and Eastern Orthodox differ in their understanding of the im-
portance of these books? In successive weeks we will take a closer 
looks at some of these stories between the testaments. 



 reNEW Youth Ministry in December starts with a 
bang...in more ways than one! 

 

We hope you‘ll swing by the reNEW display area at the Alternative Giving Fair 
on Sunday, December 5.  We‘ll have fresh-brewed UGLY MUG COFFEE from 
our friends in Memphis, TN ready for you to sample, and lots of options for you to 
give as gifts.  One word of caution, though, Ugly Mug Coffee is so good that you 

might just need to take some home for yourself, too!  With light, balanced and bold 
roasts in signature blend and flavored varieties, you‘re sure to find something for even 

the pickiest coffee drinker on your Christmas list! 

 

December 5 is also Colonial Williamsburg’s Grand Illumination!  Again this 
year, the reNEW Youth Ministry will host a Parking Lot Fundraiser, offering a safe, 
well-lit place to park in exchange for a donation to Youth Missions.  The Parking Lot 
will open at 3pm and spots will fill quickly! 

 

With all this talk (and all these fundraisers) about Youth Missions, it‘s natural to 
ask questions about the what and when of 2011 Youth Mission Trips.  As of this 
writing, the High School trip is as-yet undetermined, but we are able to announce the 
dates for Jeremiah Project: June 26-July 2, 2010.  ―JP‖ is open to all current 6th-8th Graders, with prior-
ity given to 6th and 7th graders (plus 8th graders who have not previously participated in JP).  Registration 
forms and more information will be available by early January. 

 

Also on the schedule for December is the Annual Youth Christmas Party during Youth Group 
on December 19.  More details on these and other events will be distributed via the email re-

NEWsletter, in Sunday School and on the group Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
WUMCYouth. 

 

reNEW Youth Ministry: Nurturing Faith, Empowering youth to transform their world, 
Welcoming Youth. 

Coffee with the Pastors 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Williamsburg UMC or learning more 
about our church, the first step is to attend Coffee with the Pastors where you will 
learn more about our mission and ministry and get to know our pastors.  Our next Cof-
fee will be held on Sunday, January 16, 2011 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in the 
church‘s den, which is on the main level down the hall from the office lobby.  
Please make your reservation for Coffee with the Pastors by completing the card 
in the pew rack and placing it in the offering plate or by calling the church office 
(229-1771). 

 

Membership Sunday will take place on January 23, 2011 at our 8:15 and 11:00 worship services.  

If you cannot attend on this Sunday, please call one of the pastors and we will arrange another date for you. 

http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth


Organ Progress Report 
 
 

We are wishing everyone a very happy and blessed Christmas sea-
son in 2010. This will be our last with our present organ. We are working through 
the installation process for the new instrument. To that end, we have been encouraged by 
some interest in the present organ for parts. This is one of the areas of concern, since the contract 
has Perragallo Organ extracting and packaging the old organ, we still had to find a way to move it. 
This early interest will be followed up to hopefully move it from our church to the next party‘s premises 
in a single movement. 

As was mentioned last month, the Perragallo family members revisited the church to go over their needs 
for the installation. We continue to be encouraged when working with this family, as they work with our 
needs in mind. They are very helpful, and after the visit we were able to solidify the specifications for the lo-

cal contractor‘s final bids. As this is written each bidder has the final specs in hand for a final and best 
bid. These are to be in our hands by months end. We would hope to be able to let the contract shortly 

there after. Please understand the work would not start until late January, or early February. 
   This informs each of us that the work is going ahead. Each step is in faith that we will provide the 

funds to see this through. The Lord touched our hearts to move us by providing the pledged 
funds. We continue to believe this is a work with God‘s hand guiding the rudder. 

   Thank you to all who have been paying or have paid their pledges. To those not 
yet started, may we encourage your joining the flow toward comple-

tion of this exciting event in the life of our church. May the 
glory always go to God, who makes all things possible. 

Advent is upon us, the season of preparation for the coming of Christ at  Christmas, 
and among the books of the season featured in our church library this month are:   The 
First Christmas by Marcus Borg, Unplug the Christmas Machine by Jo Robinson, and Seven 
Stories of Christmas Love by Leo Buscaglia.  In our resource room you'll find many ver-
sions of the Bible from which to explore the Scriptures and a wealth of special selections 
for the children in their room.  "Let every heart prepare him room." 

  
If you are looking for a way to honor a special someone this holiday season or for a gift 

for your favorite bibliophile who can't house another volume, the donation of a book to the 
church library is a gift that keeps on giving.  Check out our "Giving Tree" on our new bulle-
tin board in the corridor behind the sanctuary and help decorate it for the season.  Just 
place the ornament of your choice on the tree and complete and turn in the accompanying 
form.  If you prefer, you may make a monetary donation.  Gift cards are available and all 
gifts will be acknowledged.  If you have questions, call Lou Chatfield, 564-9296. 

Library News 



 

Handel’s MESSIAH 
December 4, 2010 

5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 
Featuring chorus, orchestra and soloists 

Richard Sowers, conductor 
Laura Strickling, soprano 

Phaedra McNorton, mezzo-soprano 
Ken Wood, tenor 

Christopher Mooney, baritone 

Remember to bring the whole family to the 

Children‘s Choir Christmas musical, Sunday, 

December 12 at 4:00 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall.  Childcare will be available for children, 

ages 3 and under. A pot-

luck dinner will follow the 

performance.  Please 

bring your favorite holi-

day side dish or dessert.  

Pizza and chicken will 

be provided by the 

church. 

Early Childhood Music School – Its Not Just for Children 

 

Parents Need to be Involved - For the past 21 years, the Early Child-
hood Music School (ECMS) has offered classes in music and movement to chil-
dren and education to their parents.  Initially, classes were available for ages 18 
months through 6 years.  Now the school provides instruction for ages 2 
months through 9 years.  Age-appropriate experiences with singing, listening, 
moving, and playing instruments are presented by certified instructors.  For chil-
dren through age 3, the presence and participation of a parent or other care-
giver in each class is required, and instruction is provided to the parent about 

activities that can be continued at home.  Although a parent is not expected to attend class with children 
older than 3, family interaction is encouraged by a twice-yearly Family Music Night.  Families are invited to 
attend either the fall or spring event which includes a get-acquainted song, many sing-along favorites, instru-
ments, circle dances and light refreshments, providing an opportunity to have informal fun together.   

Throughout the year ECMS reinforces the curriculum by sending parents information on child develop-
ment . . . 

 ―Because three-year–olds are developing language skills rapidly, they are 
very verbal, and because they do not have a true sense of inner speech they 
say every thought that pops into their heads.‖   

. . . and hints to strengthen the family learning environment . . . 

―Listening activities, both in class and at home, are very important be-
cause music is an aural art.  Although the ear is the sensory organ for sound, 
discriminatory listening is a learned skill. As your child listens to the home recording, encourage him/her to 
focus on a specific sound, like a single instrument or a recurring melodic or rhythmic pattern.‖    

Friends of ECMS - From time to time ECMS needs help with things like fund raising or cleaning, paint-
ing, and refurbishing classrooms.  If you would be willing to spend a few hours on one of the projects, please 
contact Cindy Freeman (229-1771 x108).   

******** 

Registration for spring classes (including a second Keyboard class for adults) is about to begin.  Contact 
Cindy Freeman for a brochure. 
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Choose Gifts that Make a Difference… 

 

Alternative Giving Fair 
 

Sunday, December 5  
Atrium and Fellowship Hall 

9:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. & Noon - 1:00 p.m. 
 

   ―For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 

you took care of me‖…Matthew 25:35-36 
 

The Alternative Giving Fair is a good opportunity to remember God’s greatest gift by 

giving to others in Christ’s name.  Questions? Contact John Cornett, Peggy Hook, or 
Madelyn Larkin. 


